The expression of oncogenes in human developing liver and hepatomas.
Oncogene expression was examined in the human fetal liver and human hepatomas. Erb (B), erb (A+B), Ha-ras, myc, fos and fms oncogene expression elevated in certain stages of fetal liver development and in hepatoma as compared to the normal adult human liver. In contrast, rel, src, mos, sis, myb, Ki-ras and bas oncogenes showed no apparent change of their mRNA levels during fetal liver development and in hepatoma. Further study of erb B oncogene expression in human cirrhotic liver and hepatoma demonstrated a strong correlation between erb B expression and alteration of its gene structure.